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Elaine Courtney

Okaloosa Saves builds self-sufficiency, reduces dependency on community resources,
reverses the trend of high credit debt, and empowers Okaloosa County residents to
reach their financial goals through healthy money management. We provide financial
education, wealth coaching, and low minimum savings products, through partnerships
with community development organizations, financial institutions and counseling
services, government, and employers.

Okaloosa Saves is a community coalition designed to encourage individuals to "build wealth, not
debt.” Okaloosa Saves is concerned about the lack of savings and the high levels of debt in our
county. This financial insecurity can lead to personal and community problems.

Okaloosa Saves is supported by a coalition of over 30 area institutions and individuals who are
committed to the well being of residents in our county. This coalition includes representation
from businesses, non-profits, government, education, faith-based groups and community leaders
in addition to participating financial institutions. These organizations have been meeting monthly
since August 2002 to develop savings services and strategies for our community. The Okaloosa
Saves coalition incorporated in July 2003 and has received tax-exempt status.

In this community, Okaloosa Saves/AmericaSaves is coordinated by the Okaloosa County
Extension— a publicly funded educational network linking the Okaloosa Board of County
Commissioners, University of Florida/IFAS and the USDA — in partnership with area
businesses, non-profits, government, faith-based, and educational institutions.



